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■who has laid aside research problems, one after 
another, ibnt also 'to promote the advaneement 
of our science. 

Effective Novmnber 16, W. O. Mendenhall, 
for more than 'ten years the geologist in charge 
of the Lang Classifieation Board, will be chief 
geologist. Mr. Mendenliall's twenty-eight 
yoare service in the Survey as assistant gaolo- 
gisit and geologist, with field experience ex- 
tending from the Southern Appalachians to 
Alaska, is a promise of his broad sympathy 
with all the pro'blems that will come under his 
direction, and his notable success in using the 
data contributed by the field branches in the 
classification of the public-lands is equally a 
promise of effective administration. 

Mr. Mendenhall will be succeeded as chief 
of the Land Classification Board by Herman 
Stabler, his close associate in that branch 
during the past decade. Mr. StaMer's demon- 
strated capacity both in research and in admin- 
istraltion assures the continuance of the suc- 
cessful applicaition of geologic and engineering 
facts and principles to public land adminis- 
tration. 

The return of Mr. White to produ'clive re- 
search suggests anew tihe sacrifice involved iii 
the administraltion of scientific work. Admin- 
isitration by scientists is the key-note of the 
Survey's policy, yet the irutelleetual cost item 
involved in tibis drafting of our ibesit investiga- 
tors must be kept down to a minimum. Had 
I been free from other demands on my time 
this past summer, I should have taken this 
occasion to start a somewthat radical reorgan- 
ization of the Geologic Branch, the chief pur- 
pose of which would be to reduce its adminis- 
trative overhead — 'too many gealogis'ts are giv- 
ing valuable time to work for which they were 
not trained. Necessarily now, this task of sim- 
plifying the orgahization must be left to the 
new chief geologist and 'the acting 'director, but 
I ask for them a sympathetic acceptance of the 
proposal for a less elaborate but more elastic 
grouping of tihe activities of the branch. Not 
machinery but product is the measure of effi- 
ciency in a government scientific bureau. 
Geo. Otis Smith, 

Director 



THE NEW BUILDING OF THE NATIONAL 

ACADEMY OF SCIENCES AND THE 

N.ATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 

On the afternoon of Monday, Ootolber 30,, 
the cornerstone was laid of the new building of" 
the National Academy of Sciences and of the 
National Research Council at Washington, D. C 
T'his building, consltruotiion of which 'has now" 
been carried above 'the main floor, occupies a, 
desirable location upon an entire block of land- 
nortii of the Lincoln Memorial at the western, 
end of t'he Mall, commanding an excoUenit and 
permanent view of the Memorial, the Riverside 
Park and the bank of the Potomac beyond.. 
The land for this 'building was purchased, 
'through contributions from a group of twenty 
frisnds of science. 

The building is designed for two main pur- 
poses : To house tbe offices of -the two organ- 
izations for w^hich it is erected, and to provide- 
sp'Ece for the exhilbition of m'aterials repre- 
senting certain of 'the great achievements of 
science in the past and especially of recent, 
contribu'tions of particular significance in the- 
progress of science. The (building presents a. 
fagade to .the southward 260 feet in length, and 
will rise .to a height of 60 feet above lijhe first 
fl,oor. In this section 'there will be tlhree floors. 
for offices, library and special exhibits roonas.. 
Behind 'this will be a rotunda for general ex- 
hibition purposes which will be 'Convertible at. 
need into a lecture room aecommodaiting, with 
its galleries, over 400 people. The plans per- 
mit 'the addiliion of other units similar to the 
southern fagade, to complete a quadrangle 
around the rotunda. The 'building is 'being- 
faced with white Dover marble of fine quality 
and color which makes it in keeping with the 
o'tiher monumental buildings of 'the city. The; 
cost of the unit at present under construction,, 
will be over $1,000,000. The funds for the 
erection of -the Ibuiid'ing were provided by 'the- 
Carnegie Corporation of New York. 

The laying of the cornerstone was 'a ceremony 
of the simplest kind wibhouit .the presentation, 
of anji- addresses. It was attended by officers, 
and members of the academy and of the Re- 
search Council, among whom was the Honor- 
able Herbert Hoover, 'Secretary of commerce.. 



532 



SCIENCE 



[Vol. LVI, No. 1454 



The stonfe, itself, bearing the date "1922" and 
the initials "N. A. S." and "N. R. €.," ooeupies 
a position Mgh in the wail of ithe first story at 
the southwestern ' corner of the building. 
Wiithin a copper box in ifflie stone were placed 
significant doeumente connected witli the 
founding of ithe National Aicademy and of the 
Research Council and lists of the members of 
both organizations. It is espeoted (that the 
building will be ready for occupancy in the 
fa)ll of 1923. 



SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

The National Academy of Sciences will hold 
its autumn meeting in New York on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thureday, November 14-16, 
1922. The meetings on Tuesday will be at 
Columbia University, and, so far as possible, 
papers from the sections of astronomy, cbem- 
istry, geology and paleontology will be as- 
signed to this day. On Wednesday the meet- 
ings will be at the Rockefeller Institute, with 
papers from the sections of boltany, zoology and 
animal morphology, physiology and pathology, 
and anthropology and psychology. On Thurs- 
day the meetings will be in the auditorium of 
the United Engineering Societies Building witb 
papers from the sections' of mathemiaties, 
physics and engineering. The local committee 
for the meeting consists of J. F. Kemp, chair- 
man, T. H. Morgain, Simon Mexner, J. J. 
Carty, F. B. Jewett and F. M. iCbapman. 

The Henry Jacob Bigelow medal of the 
Boston Surgical Society was presented to Dr. 
Wi'Hiam W. Keen, of Philadelphia "for con- 
spicuous contributions to the advaneement of 
surgery," on the evening of October 25, when 
Dr. Keen addressed the society on "Sixty years 
of surgery, 1862-1922." 

Members of the faculty and alumni of the 
University of Chicago recently contribated a 
fund for a pontrlaifc of Pirofessor A. A. Mohel- 
son, who for thirty years has been head of the 
department of physics in the university. The 
portrait has been completed by Ralph Clarkson. 

On the oceasian of ithe celebration of the 
fiftieth anniversary of the Duteh Zoological 
Society there were admitted as honorary mem- 



bers: Professor 0. Abel, Vienna; Professor M. 
CauiEery, Paris; Professor L. Dollo, Brussels; 
Professor B. O-rassi, Rome; Professor V. 
Hacker, Halle; Professor S. J. Hickson, Mian- 
chesiter; Professor N. Holmgren, StocMiolm; 
Professor T. H. Morgan, New York; Dr. F. 
Sarasin, Basle, and Dr. J. Schmidt, Copen- 
hagen. 

The British Institution of Mining and 
Mefcaillurgy has awarded its gold medal to Sir 
Alfred Keogh, "on the occasion of his retire- 
ment from the rectorship of the Imperial Col- 
lege of Science and Technology, in recognition 
of his great services in the advancement of 
teohnologieaJ education." 

De. Geoege Otis Smith has resigned the 
directorship of the United States Geological 
Survey, in order that he may qualify legally 
as a member of the United iStates Coal Com- 
mission. It is understood that the President 
hopes that Dr. Smith will be willing to resume 
his work as director of the survey when his 
service as member of the coal commission comes 
to an end. 

We learn from Nature that Mr. E. Leonard 
Gill has been appointed to fill .the vacant as- 
sistantship in the Natural History Department 
of the Royal Scottish Museum, EdinbungL Mr. 
Gill has already had museum experience in 
Leicester 'and Manchester, and for almost 
twenty years has been in charge of the Han- 
cock Museum at Newcas.tle-on-Tyne. 

Me. T. Rfssell Goddaed, assistant curator 
at 'the Sunderland Museum, has been appointed 
curator of the Hancock Museum, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. 

De. C. R. Oeton, plant pathologist at the 
Pennsylvania State College, has been appoint- 
ed a member of the division of biology and 
agriculture of the National Research Council. 

The board of managers of the Wistar Insiti- 
tuto has ©leteted Dr. J. A. Detlefsen to a pro- 
fe^orship for the duration of his sabbatical 
year as a courtesy and to make possible the 
'Continuation of investigaitions carried on at the 
College of Agriculture of the University of 
Illinois. 



